We thank Drs. Turgut and Turgut for their comments on vertebral hydatid cyst infections. As regards the general nature of this disease, we agree fully with the points they make. In their letter, they review some literature on this disease, including several papers published after our case report. Drs. Turgut and Turgut disagree with two statements in our case report, namely:
1. That the action of the drug albendazole is parasitostatic rather than parasitocidal. The distinction between parasitostatic and parasitocidal is not completely clear, and this question is partly semantic.
When it comes to bone infections, the penetration of albendazole into the tissue is generally poor and the behaviour is therefore more parasitostatic than parasitocidal.
2. That preoperative magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) may give a "false-negative" impression. The MRI investigation was of course studied in all planes, and we chose to publish only the sagittal view. We maintain that the surgical findings in our case differed from our expectations based on the MR images.
